
          2025 WAVE & MERIT Award Winners 
 

 

 

Branding & Corporate Image 

 

Merit 

Kingdom Filmworks 

Title:  Milwaukee Made - Season One Teaser 

Director:  Mike Palzkill / Producers:  Tom Kermgard, Kristi Freidel, Britta Thostrup &  

Ben Kermgard / Camera Operators: Mike Krieger & Jake Raether / Editors: Kyle Stoffel &  

Emily Rubasch / Agency: Team Lammi /  Client: Visit Milwaukee 

 

Merit 

Am Fam Media Team 

Title:  A New Game in Town | American Family Insurance Championship 

Producer:  Melissa Klumb / Writer:  Tom Buchheim / Editor:  Benz Creative Media 

 

Merit 

Am Fam Media Team 

Title:  Celebrity Foursome | American Family Insurance Championship 

Producer:  Melissa Klumb / Editor: Benz Creative Media /  Production: Crossroads Productions 

 

Merit 

Backflip 

Title:  IBG Promo 

Director:  Rob Pero & Ryan Freng / Editor: Max Olmsted 

 

 



          2025 WAVE & MERIT Award Winners 
 

 

Merit 

WKOW 

Title:  WKOW - We've Got You Covered 

Director:  Brad Miller / Producer:  Brad Miller / Writer:  Brad Miller 

 

WAVE 

Spoken Frame Media 

Title:  Claiborne Memorial Rural Family Medicine Residency 

Director:  Wesley Morgan / Editor: Patrick Bonazza 

 

WAVE 

Kingdom Filmworks 

Title:  Asahi - Octopi Brewery 

Director:  Mike Palzkill / Producers:  Britta Thostrup, Tom Kermgard & Ben Kermgard /  

Camera Operator: Mike Krieger & Jake Raether /  Still Photographer: Tim Fitch /  

Editor: Chris Dabner /  Agency: Purple Creative 

 

WAVE 

Cut the Deck Creative 

Title:  Kelsey Miles - I Am - Show Promo 

Director:  Corey Holl & David Guenthner / Producers:  David Guenthner & Corey Holl /  

Key Cast:  Kelsey Miles 
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WAVE 

Am Fam Media Team 

Title:  Claims CAT & Customer Response 2025 

Producer:  Jesse Wilson / Videographer: Jesse Wilson / Editor: Jesse Wilson 

 

WAVE 

Am Fam Media Team 

Title:  More Than Golf: Laine's Story | AmFam Championship 

Producer:  Melissa Klumb / Editor: Benz Creative Media / Production: Dale Doebert &  

Brian Alberth 

 

WAVE 

Am Fam Media Team 

Title:  2025 AmFam Championship Highlights 

Producer:  Melissa Klumb / Editor: Benz Creative Media /  Production: Crossroads Productions 

& AmFam Media 

 

BROADCAST COMMERCIALS 

 

Merit 

Kingdom Filmworks 

Title:  UW Health - Carbone Cancer Center Theranostics 

Director:  Mike Kriefski / Producers:  Kristi Freidel, Tom Kermgard, Britta Thostrup &  

Ben Kermgard / Writer:  Shine United / Directors of Photography: Michael Palzkill,  

Michael Krieger / Editor: Chris Dabner / Animator: Dearborn 

 



          2025 WAVE & MERIT Award Winners 
 

 

Merit 

Kingdom Filmworks 

Title:  UW Health Eastpark Medical Center - Cafe 

Director:  Mike Kriefski / Producer:  Kristi Freidel, Tom Kermgard & Ben Kermgard /  

Writer:  Amanda Rodio / Assistant Director: Emily Bohochik /  

Director of Photography: Mike Palzkill /  Editor: Chris Dabner / 

Graphics & Animation: John Roberts 

 

Merit 

Kingdom Filmworks 

Title:  UW - Whitewater Online Learning 

Director:  Austin Kelly / Producer:  Kristi Freidel & Ben Kermgard / Writer:  Amanda Rodio /  

Director of Photography: Mike Krieger / Editor: Kyle Stoffel /  

Graphics & Animation: John Roberts 

 

Merit 

The Diligent Company 

Title:  Stand Up Weeder' - Fiskars 

Director:  Jordan Post / Producer:  Jenna Wilcox / Editor: Daniel Kinney / DP: Jordan Post /   

Audio Mix: Dan Geocaris 

 

Merit 

Backflip 

Title:  Cool Classes - M State 

Director:  John Shoemaker / Writer:  Chelsey Bowers / DP: Jordan Post / Editor: Max Olmsted / 

Writer: Chelsey Bowers 
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WAVE 

Spectrum Brands 

Title:  Hot Shot "Dangerously Discreet" :30 

Director:  Josh Halverson & Ryan Bingham / Producer:  Nick Early & Maya Norman /  

Writer:  Holly Sinclair & Melissa Breer / Production Design: Eugene Reuter / 

Post: Hannah Christensen z7 Nick Early /  3D Artist: Cory Christensen 

 

WAVE 

Spectrum Brands 

Title:  Repel "Winning Formula" :30 

Director:  Nick Early / Producer:  Tighe Arnold & Nick Early / Writer:  Brianna Hines &  

Melissa Breer / DP: Ryan Dean / Production Design: Ralph Ballentine / Post: Nick Early /  

3D Artist: Cory Christensen 

 

WAVE 

The Diligent Company 

Title:  Orange Handled Scissors - Close Up Montage' - Fiskars 

Director:  Daniel Kinney / Producer:  Jenna Wilcox / Producer: Jenna Wilcox / DP: Jordan Post / 

Foley & Audio Mix: Dan Geocaris 

 

WAVE 

The Diligent Company 

Title:  Orange Handled Scissors - Montage' - Fiskars 

Director:  Daniel Kinney / Producer:  Jenna Wilcox / Producer: Jenna Wilcox / DP: Jordan Post / 

Foley & Audio Mix: Dan Geocaris 
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Cinematography & Videography 

 

WAVE 

Kingdom Filmworks 

Title:  The Glove Lab - Brand Video 

Director:  Mike Kriefski / Producer:  Tom Kermgard / Director of Photography: Mike Palzkill /  

Camera Op: Jake Raether / Editor: Kyle Stoffel 

 

Creative/Spec/Probono 

 

WAVE 

Kurt Sensenbrenner 

Title:  The Wildlife 

Director:  Kurt Sensenbrenner / Producer:  Kurt Sensenbrenner 

 

WAVE 

Backflip 

Title:  A Backflip Puppet Christmas 

Directors:  John Shoemaker & Max Olmsted / Writer:  John Shoemaker / DP: Luke Kolarsky /  

Editor: Max Olmsted & Alexis Gosenheimer 
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Directing 

 

Merit 

Steve Donovan Film & Video 

Title:  Steve Donovan Film & Video: About Us 

Director:  Steve Donovan / Writer:  Steve Donovan / Key Cast:  Steve Donovan /  

Editor: Steve Donovan  

 

Merit 

Wendy Schneider 

Title:  Behind Creative Episode 3- Sasha Debevec-McKenney 

Director:  Wendy Schneider / Producer:  Wendy Schneider /  

Key Cast:  Sasha Debevec-McKenney / Executive Producer: Dane Arts 

 

Merit 

Wendy Schneider 

Title:  Ceasefire Now 

Director:  Wendy Schneider / Producer:  Wendy Schneider 

 

WAVE 

Steve Donovan Film & Video 

Title:  Rusty Raven Krampus Teaser 

Director:  Steve Donovan / Producer:  Jon Hovland / Writer:  Jon Hovland / Key Cast:  Greg Long  

& Matt Schmitt / Editor: Steve Donovan /  iPhone Camera Operator: Steve Donovan 
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WAVE 

EditSquid 

Title:  PBS KIDS Shakia Button Story 

Director:  Jon Hornbacher / Director of Photography: Dale Doebert / Gaffer: Eric Zitske / 

Editor: Jon Hornbacher 

 

WAVE 

Wendy Schneider 

Title:  Behind Creative Episode 6- Babette Wainwright 

Director:  Wendy Schneider / Producer:  Wendy Schneider / Key Cast:  Babette Wainwright 

 

Editing 

 

Merit 

Blue Scissors 

Title:  ETC 50th Anniversary 

Director:  David Nevala / Director of Photography: David Nevala / 2nd Camera: Dale Doebert /  

Editor: Jeff Maiers 

 

Merit 

Steve Donovan Film & Video 

Title:  Madison College Portfolio Show Opener 

Director:  Steve Donovan / Producer:  Steve Donovan / Motion Design: Jake Beaulieu,  

Lindsey Haight, Quincy Lawton-Hendricks, Connor McCarty, Folajimi Omole, Becca Schwarz,  

Ethan Slafsky /  Editor: Steve Donovan 
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Merit 

Steve Donovan Film & Video 

Title:  Rusty Raven Krampus Trailer 

Director:  Steve Donovan / Producer:  Jon Hovland / Writer:  Jon Hovland / Key Cast:  Greg Long  

& Matt Schmitt / Editor: Steve Donovan /  iPhone Camera Operator: Steve Donovan 

 

Merit 

Steve Donovan Film & Video 

Title:  Rusty Raven Krampus Teaser 

Director:  Steve Donovan / Producer:  Jon Hovland / Writer:  Jon Hovland / Key Cast:  Greg Long  

& Matt Schmitt / Editor: Steve Donovan /  iPhone Camera Operator: Steve Donovan 

 

Merit 

WKOW 

Title:  2020 Halderson Special 

Director:  Brad Miller / Producer:  Brad Miller / Writer:  Brad Miller 

 

WAVE 

Steve Donovan Film & Video 

Title:  Steve Donovan Film & Video: About Us 

Director:  Steve Donovan / Writer:  Steve Donovan / Key Cast:  Steve Donovan /  

Editor: Steve Donovan  
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WAVE 

Nathan Stevens 

Title:  Perfect Run 

Editor / Colorist: Nathan Stevens 

 

WAVE 

EditSquid 

Title:  Sister Boniface Mysteries Season 3 BBC promo 

Editor: Jon Hornbacher 

 

Graphics & Animation 

 

Merit 

Steve Donovan Film & Video 

Title:  Madison College Portfolio Show Opener 

Director:  Steve Donovan / Producer:  Steve Donovan / Motion Design: Jake Beaulieu,  

Lindsey Haight, Quincy Lawton-Hendricks, Connor McCarty, Folajimi Omole, Becca Schwarz,  

& Ethan Slafsky / Editor: Steve Donovan 

 

Merit 

WKOW 

Title:  Mount Horeb Troll Bobblehead 

Director:  Andrew Swenson / Producer:  Andrew Swenson / Writer:  Andrew Swenson 
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WAVE 

Spectrum Brands 

Title:  Good Boy "Make Every Meal Iconic" :30 

Writer:  Brianna Hines & Melissa Breer / Director/Animator: Paul Musselman /  

Art Directors: Dianna Stace & Sarah Fine / Music Composer: Abigail Neale 

 

Product Sales & Marketing 

 

WAVE 

Spectrum Brands 

Title:  Good & Tasty "Topper Time" :30 

Director:  Nick Early 

Producer:  Maya Norman & Nick Early / Writer:  Brianna Hines & Melissa Breer /  

DP: Sean McDowell /  Animal Casting/Trainer: Trisha Woodall / Art Directors: Dianna Stace  

& Sarah Fine /  Post: Hannah Christensen, Nick Early & Paul Musselman 

 

WAVE 

Kingdom Filmworks 

Title:  Kohler - Graphite 

Producer:  Tom Kermgard & Kristi Freidel / Director of Photography: Michael Krieger &  

Michael Palzkill / Editor: Kyle Stoffel 
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WAVE 

Kingdom Filmworks 

Title:  Pelican - Put It In A Pelican: Upland 

Director:  Mike Kriefski / Producer:  Ben Kermgard & Britta Thostrup /  

Director of Photography: Tim Fitch / Editor: Kyle Stoffel & Jeff Maiers 

 

Service Sales & Marketing 

 

WAVE 

Steve Donovan Film & Video 

Title:  Steve Donovan Film & Video: About Us 

Director:  Steve Donovan / Writer:  Steve Donovan / Key Cast:  Steve Donovan /  

Editor: Steve Donovan  

 

WAVE 

Kingdom Filmworks 

Title:  Kohler Waters Spa - Moments of Transformation 

Producer:  Kristi Freidel, Britta Thostrup & Ben Kermgard /  

Director of Photography: Michael Krieger / Editors: Kyle Stoffel & Emily Rubasch 
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Training & Informational 

 

Merit 

Bonnie Wilison 

Title:  How tree rings and community conversations are bringing fire back to Lake Superior's 

coast 

Director/Editor: Bonnie Willison; Videography: Bonnie Willison, Abigail Brown 

 

Merit 

Bonnie Wilison 

Title:  Curious about aquatic plants? 

Director:  Bonnie Willison 

Producer:  Taylor Larson & Tim Campbell / Writer:  Bonnie Willison / Key Cast:  Dave Pausch 

Editor: Bonnie Willison /  Videography: Bonnie Willison & Sam Li 

 

WAVE 

Bonnie Wilison 

Title:  Spring fish harvest with the St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin 

Director/Editor: Bonnie Willison 

 

Writing 

 

Merit 

EditSquid 

Title:  Pioneers of Television "Science Fiction" promo 

Writer/Editor: Jon Hornbacher 
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WAVE 

Steve Donovan Film & Video 

Title:  Steve Donovan Film & Video: About Us 

Director:  Steve Donovan / Writer:  Steve Donovan / Key Cast:  Steve Donovan 

Editor: Steve Donovan  

 

WAVE 

EditSquid 

Title:  Weather Hunters Behind-the-Scenes PBS KIDS 

Director:  Jon Hornbacher / Writer:  Jon Hornbacher, Hunter Connors Herm & Dale Doebert / 

Editor: Jon Hornbacher 

 

WAVE 

WKOW 

Title:  2020 Halderson Special 

Director:  Brad Miller / Producer:  Brad Miller / Writer:  Brad Miller 

 

Student Video & Film 

 

Merit 

Alan Zarzycki 

Title:  Flying Through The Spectrum 

Director:  Alan Zarzycki / Producer:  Arkadiusz Zarzycki / Writer:  Alan Zarzycki /  

Key Cast:  Paul Braun, Krysia Braun, Mitchell Braun, Dan Frye, Mary Rothenmaier &  

Cooper Rothenmaier / Editor: Alan Zarzycki / Cinematographers: Alan Zarzycki & Fareed Kahn / 

Executive Producers: Alan Zarzycki & Paul Braun 
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WAVE 

Kristyn Dallmann 

Title:  The Forest of Dreams 

Director:  Kristyn Dallmann / Producer:  Kristyn Dallmann, David Guenthner, James Kovaleski,  

Erik Gunneson & Aaron Greer / Writer:  Kristyn Dallmann / Key Cast:  Olivia Cozzini, Keri  

Herrmann, Deb Onsager & Henry Johnson / Editor: Kristyn Dallmann / Production Designer:  

Sophie Mayer / Gaffer: Noah Giesler & C Kessler / Director of Photography: Corey Holl / 

Assistant Camera: David Guenthner / Sound Designer: James Kovaleski / Composer: Noah  

Giesler/ Boom Operator: Alejandro Domingu 

 

WAVE 

Casey Grosse, Hannah Aldrich, Xander Uselmann, Owen Orkowski & Matt Cramer 

Title:  Turn It Up - Music Video 

Director:  Casey Grosse /Producer:  Casey Grosse /Writer:  Casey Grosse & Xander Uselmann 

Key Cast:  Casey Grosse & Xander Uselmann /Crew: Matt Cramer, Hannah Aldrich &  

Owen Orkowski 

 

WAVE 

Ellena Hein 

Title:  I Know the End 

Director:  Tess Everson / Producer:  Ellena Hein / Writer:  Charlotte Stokes /  

Key Cast:  Amelie Rosenhagen, Katie Maringer & Miranda Faist / Executive Producers: Aaron  

Greer, Erik Gunneson & Sarah Mae Fleming /  Assistant Director: Alan Zarzycki /  

Production Designer: Minh Liu / Director of Photography: Ella Schienle /  

Assistant Camera: Minyi Lin / Gaffer: Leo Wang / Sound Designer: Daniel Ma 
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WAVE 

Connor McCarty 

Title:  Minecraft: Herobrine's Wrath 

Director:  Connor McCarty / Producer:  Connor McCarty / Writer:  Connor McCarty /  

Key Cast:  Jacob Bennett & Connor McCarty 

 

Student Audio / Sound Design 

 

Merit 

Michael Loehrke 

Title:  XCOM 2 Voice Lines 

Producer:  Michael J Loehrke / Writer:  Michael J Loehrke / Key Cast:  Michael J Loehrke 

 

Merit 

Ellena Hein 

Title:  I Know the End 

Director:  Tess Everson / Producer:  Ellena Hein / Writer:  Charlotte Stokes /  

Key Cast:  Amelie Rosenhagen, Katie Maringer & Miranda Faist / Executive Producer: Aaron  

Greer, Erik Gunneson & Sarah Mae Fleming / Assistant Director: Alan Zarzycki /  

Production Designer: Minh Liu /  Director of Photography: Ella Schienle /  

Assistant Camera: Minyi Lin / Gaffer: Leo Wang / Sound Designer: Daniel Ma 
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WAVE 

Kristyn Dallmann 

Title:  The Forest of Dreams 

Director:  Kristyn Dallmann 

Producer:  Kristyn Dallmann, David Guenthner, James Kovaleski, Erik Gunneson & Aaron Greer /  

Writer:  Kristyn Dallmann / Key Cast:  Olivia Cozzini, Keri Herrmann, Deb Onsager &  

Henry Johnson / Editor: Kristyn Dallmann / Production Designer: Sophie Mayer /  

Gaffers: Noah Giesler & C Kessler / Director of Photography: Corey Holl /  

Assistant Camera: David Guenthner /  Sound Designer: James Kovaleski /  

Composer: Noah Giesler / Boom Operator: Alejandro Domingu 

 

Student Graphics & Animation 

 

Merit 

Michael Loehrke 

Title:  Madison Science Theater Presents: Gymkata 

Director:  Michael J Loehrke / Producer:  Michael J Loehrke / Key Cast:  Michael J Loehrke,  

Mia Cochrane & Josh Nelson 
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JUDGE’S CHOICE AWARDS 

 

JUDGE’S CHOICE – Brad Kenyon 
 

Kingdom Filmworks 

Title:  The Glove Lab - Brand Video 

Director:  Mike Kriefski / Producer:  Tom Kermgard / Director of Photography: Mike Palzkill /  

Camera Op: Jake Raether / Editor: Kyle Stoffel 

Judge’s Comments:  Brad shared that this was a simple story that was beautifully told. The 

lighting plays a vital role in unfolding the origin of the project storyline. The cinematography 

and pacing is spot on! 

 

JUDGE’S CHOICE – Karen Hitchcock 
 

EditSquid 

Title:  Sister Boniface Mysteries Season 3 BBC promo 

Editor: Jon Hornbacher 

Judge’s Comments:  Karen found herself rewatching this piece several times for the laughs, 

even after she finished judging. This project shined with excellent editing choices, appealing 

music, enchanting dialogue, and great comedic timing. It was so engaging that Karen was 

compelled to search out and watch the full series.  

 

JUDGE’S CHOICE – Christopher Dorsey 
 

Bonnie Wilison 

Title:  Spring fish harvest with the St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin 

Director/Editor: Bonnie Willison 

Judge’s Comments:  Chris shared that he found this piece amazing in part because it was all 

shot on the run and edited by one person. The skill and talent that went into this project is very 

evident. After watching many larger budget productions during judging, it was impressive to 

see this vibrant and meaningful story come to life all from one creator on a limited budget.  
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Best of Show Award 

 

Nathan Stevens 

Title:  Perfect Run 

Editor / Colorist: Nathan Stevens 

Judge’s Comments:  The stunning visuals of this piece hypnotizes the viewer. The editing was 

impressive with color grading that is tough to keep consistent in the natural lighting versus the 

stadium lighting. All the judges agreed that this must be a crown jewel for all who took part in 

this production. It’s simply exceptional!  

 

 

 

 

 


